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Towarps the close of the sixteenth century
the English established a Russo-Indian Com-
pany in view of the possibility of opening up
an overland route to India vid Russia. This
scheme was however abandoned in 1599, on

" the last day of which year Queen Elizabeth
II A
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affixed the Royal Seal to a charter conferring
on the famous East India Company the privi-
lege of a commercial monopoly over all the seas
from the Cape of Good Hope to the Straits of
Magellan for a period of fifteen years. Com-
mencing operations with a capital of £80,000
Sterling, divided into 100 shares, the ventures
of this Company were attended from the very
outset with enormous success, to such an
extent as in the course of ten years to yield a
dividend of 170 per cent. to the shareholders.

The first English colony in India was
founded in the year 1612 at Surat, after which
factories were established at Madras and
Bombay. TUp to 1686 the right of establishing
military settlements, which was possessed by
the Dutch and Portuguese, had not been con-
ferred upon the English, but in that year James
IL., in view of the incursions of the Mongols,
and the rivalry of the French Company (which
was established in 1604), granted the East India
Company the right of maintaining troops and
making peace and waging war with any people
in India not Christians. From this date the
Mercantile Company entered upon its political
phase, which became more marked in the year
1707, when all the smaller private undertakings
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became absorbed in it and formed one united
whole.

The circumstances under which the English
succeeded in penetrating into Northern India
were as follows:—A Doctor named Mr.
Boughton, who accompanied an English Em-
bassy from Surat to the Emperor Shah Jehan
at Agra, succeeded in saving the life of his
favourite daughter, for which he was rewarded
by the grant of permission to carry on trade
without let or hindrance throughout the whole
Empire. The Company purchased the right
from Mr. Boughton and immediately estab-
lished a factory at Hooghly situated on a
branch of the river Gauges in Bengal, after
which similar factories sprang up elsewhere.

In 1686 disputes arose between the Hooghly
factory and the Nabob of Bengal, in conse-
quence of which the English crossed to the
left bank of the river where they founded
Calcutta.

In 1700, taking advantage of the pecuniary
embarrassments of the Emperor, the Company
purchased lands surrounding the Hooghly fac-
tory, and erected Fort William, which, however,
in 1756 was taken by the Nabob, the entire
garrison being put to death. Colonel Clive, who
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was deputed to avenge this outrage, defeated the
Nabob, and under the pretext that there was
war between England and France, demolished
all the French settlements then situated along
the lower course of the Ganges.

By the terms of the Treaty of peace which
followed these events, the English. received
from the Emperor the whole of Bengal as far
as the river Jumna, agreeing to pay in return
a yearly sum amounting to 2,033,375 roubles.
The English troops, who were appointed for
the protection of Bengal, were maintained at
the expense of the Nabob, and in this way the
foundation was laid for the system which the
Company afterwards strictly observed, and
which rapidly reduced almost the whole of
India to tributary dependence. Such a line of
policy was, however, not a novelty, Peter the
Great having in 1717 despatched Bekovitch to
Khiva and Bokhara with instructions to per-
suade the Khans to receive a Russian guard for
their protection and to maintain it at their own
cost.

Subsequently Clive and Warren Hastings
distinguished themselves in the wars with the
Mahrattas and Hyder Alj, the ruler of Mysore.
The English did not-hesitate to make use of
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treachery, severity, perfidy, and bribery in the
accomplishment of their designs, and after the
death of Tippoo Sahib, the successor of Hyder
Ali, who was killed at the capture of Seringa-
patam by Wellesley in 1799, the East India
Company became a mighty power.

Amongst the English nation, however, or
more truly amongst its representatives in Par-
liament, there were people of honest views,
who more than once raised their voice against
the system of plunder and robbery which was
being practised by the Company’s officials
under the title of Governors-General. The
first hero of the Company, Robert Clive, was
also the first to fall under judgment, but,
to the astonishment of every one, he stood
before the public as a man of small means,
who had plundered for the benefit of the
Company, and not in order to enrich himself.
After Clive came Warren Hastings, who at the
age of seventeen years entered the Company’s
service as a writer, and seven years afterwards
changing the pen for the sword, enrolled him-
self as a volunteer in Clive’s army. At the
age of forty-one he had already risen to the rank
of Governor-General, to which post he was
appointed in 1773. Tastings sacrificed his
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reputation for his employers, and there was no
outrage however unscrupulous at which he
hesitated, provided that it brought in an
extra penny to the revenues of the Company.
‘Whenever funds were wanting, he led out
his troops to plunder, and frequently when
they declined to surrender the booty, the
Governor-General took the matter into his
own hands: extorted by torture from the
servants, eunuchs, and courtiers of some
Native Ruler a confession of the place where
were hidden the valuables, which were forth-
with seized and confiscated. But Hastings was
not a Clive ; and whilst enriching the grasping
merchants, he did not overlook his own interests.
This gave him the opportunity of making
princely gifts to the various personages of
influence, who afterwards assisted him in his
evil days. For ten whole years (1785-1795)
Hastings stood in his trial, until at last the
House of Lords acquitted him honorably. It
was in vain that the famous Sheridan used
his eloquence against a man who had plun-
dered Indian rulers, tortured, and executed out-
casts; and who was always engaged ° either
in tyranny, theft, or lying.” All this was justi-
fied on the ground of Imperial necessities and
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by the principles of a trading Company, which
were thus described in the speech of indict-
ment delivered by Sheridan in the House of
Commons on the 7th October 1785 :—

“] remember to have heard an honorable
and learned gentleman (Mr. Dundas) remark,
that there was something in the first frame
and constitution of the Company which ex-
tended the sordid principles of their origin
over all their successive operations; connect-
ing with their civil policy, and even with their
boldest achievements, the meanness of a ped-
lar, and the profligacy of pirates. Alike in
the political and the military line could be
observed auctioneering ambassadors and trad-
ing gemerals; and thus we saw a revolution
brought about by effidavits ; an army employed
in executing an arrest; a town besieged on
a note of hand ; a Prince dethroned for the
balance of an account. Thus it was they exhi-
bited a Government, which united the mock
majesty of a bloody sceptre and the little
traffic of a merchant’s counting-house; wielding
 a truncheon with one hand, and picking a
pocket with the other.™

The Company however, consisting as it did
of “highwaymen in kid gloves” was clearly
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bound to uphold their Agent. The most glar-
ing bribery and the most lavish promises were
used to procure his acquittal; and when it
was found impossible to answer the arguments
of the indictment, Hastings’ supporters did all
in their power to delay the ballot and to prevent
the passing of any Resolution so long as the
House was under the charm of Sheridan’s elo-
quence. The sitting was accordingly adjourned,
and the impression made by Sheridan gradually
faded away, while at the same time the public
press was bought over, and a series of articles
appeared containing distortions of fact and
disingenuous explanations which sought to cut
away the very grounds of the indictment.
Ultimately Hastings was acquitted, and only
condemned to pay the costs of the trial, which
were in fact defrayed by the Company, Hast-
ings being rewarded by an annual life pension
of £4,000.

Before however the trial commenced, Pitt
the younger, on the ground that the under-
taking had overstepped the limits of private
enterprise, had in 1784 introduced a Bill having
for its object the establishment of an Imperial
Board of Control for the supervision of the
affairs of the Company. The acquisitions of
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the Company nevertheless still increased. In
1801 the King of Oudh in exchange for the
tribute due from him, ceded 32,000 square
miles of territory, with fifteen million inhabi-
tants, and in 1803 the Emperor of Delhi
became a pensioner of the Company merely
preserving his title, while the victories in Nipal
in 1818 pushed the frontier of the English
territories as far as the foot of the Himalayas.

In 1834 the commercial monopoly was
- finally brought to an end, after which the
Company discontinued all transactions of trade
and devoted itself exclusively to the duties of
administration. All its property, both move-
able and inmoveable, including fortifications,
factories, and lands, was transferred to the
Crown, while the revenues and the adminis-
tration alone remained in its hands. Thus the
Company, which originated for purposes of
trade, developed into a Governing body.

In 1853 the famous mutiny broke out
amongst the sepoys or Native army of regulars,
which, although successfully suppressed by
means of a severity, peculiarly English, was
nevertheless followed by an Act of Parliament,
dated the 1st of September 1859, taking the
administration of India out of the hands of

II B
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the Company, and entrusting it to a Viceroy
especially appointed for that purpose.

Availing herself of every opportunity to
raise disputes with those European powers
which possessed colonies in India, England
succeeded in annexing all foreign settlements,
and by this simple method freed herself from
all competition. Thus it has been brought
about that at the present time only five towns
remain in the possession of France, namely,
Mahe, Karakal, Pondichery, Yanaun, and
Chandernagore, the land attached to which
amounts to only ten square miles, with an
entire population of 255,000 souls. The pos-
sessions of Portugal are limited to the colonies
of Goa, Salsette, and Damaun, with séventy-
three square miles of territory and 527,000
inhabitants, while those of the Dutch have
entirely disappeared. A comparison of these
figures with the statistics of the Anglo-Indian
territories, viz., 74,000 square miles of land
with 239,000,000, shows clearly what the results
of the English policy have been.

It would perhaps be going too far to assert
that the Russians have never contemplated
following the footsteps of the Dutch, French,
and English to India. It is well known for
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instance that Peter the First attempted to equip
a caravan, destined for India, under the leader-
ship of Lieutenant Kojhin, and thoughts of
India have frequently occupied the minds of
Russian Statesmen. In the year 1800 Paul I.
conceived the idea of penetrating into the heart
of India not under the guise of a mercantile
undertaking, but with * fire and sword.” This
project, which took a tangible shape, and was
all but carried into effect, requires a few words
of explanation.

In the month of June 1799 England entered
into an alliance with Russia, according to the
terms of which troops were despatched at the
expense of England from Reval to Antwerp
under the command of General Hermann.
Having sustained a defeat at Bergen, Hermann
embarked the remnant of his troops in English
vessels, which conveyed them to the islands
of Guernsey and Jersey, and there left them
to their fate. Dearth of provisions and want
of sufficient clothing carried off many victims
during the winter of 1800, while at the same
time the English treated the conditions of the
alliance as a dead-letter, and even went so far
as to. decline to convey the troops back to
Russia. These proceedings—followed in the
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ensuing year by the intrigues of the English
to undermine Russian influence in the Ionian
Islands—aroused the deepest indignation on
the part of Paul I. and compelled him in April
1801 to recall his Ambassador, while Hermann’s
corps became prisoners.

During the progress of these events, the
relations of Russia with Napoleon grew more
and more cordial. In July Napoleon liberated
6,800 Russian captives, and not only sent
them to their own country, but restored to
them their arms and supplied them with an
entire outfit of clothing, together with " pro-
visions. Such an unprecedented act of courtesy
and munificence on the part of a former enemy,
especially when compared with the conduct of
the English, could not fail to produce a com-
plete change in the policy of an Emperor of
such hasty impulses as Paul I. Friendly com-
munications were exchanged between the two
courts, which ripened into a mutual determina-
tion to take vengeance upon England. Hence
arose the celebrated project of overthrowing
the supremacy of Great Britain in India, and
establishing the commercial predominance of
France in the East (evidently a bait to Napo-
leon) by means of an expedition to be under-
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taken by the combined armies of Russia and
France, of which the following were the main
features.* v

It was agreed that the French and the Rus-
sians should contribute at the rate of 35,000
men each, the Emperor of Germany allow-
ing the French army a free passage through
his territories and conveying them down the
Danube to the Black Sea. The Russians were
to concentrate at Astrakhan 25,000 regular
troops and 10,000 Cossacks, who were to pro-
ceed by sea to Astrabad, where the head-
quarters of the allies were to be formed, and
magazines of all sorts established for their use.
The French were to detach 35,000 men from
the army of the Rhine and to convey them in
twenty days to the mouth of the Danube, where
Russian transport ships were to be in readi-
ness to take them in sixteen days to Taganrok.
Thence marching along the right bank of the
Don to the Post Pyati-Izbyansk (the five huts)
in about twenty days, they were to cross the
river, and to advance in four days to Tsaritsyn,
proceeding thence in five days on the Volga
to Astrakhan (in boats), and lastly to Astrabad

* The details are taken from a Russian periodical (the
Ruskaya Starina), 1873, Vol. I1X.
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in ten days more. From Astrabad the allied
forces were to march through Herat, Furrah,
Candahar, &c., reaching the banks of the
Indus in forty-five days from that point. Thus
it was calculated that the entire march to the
Indus would be accomplished in 120 days,
or, without forced marches, in five months.
Supposing therefore the troops to start in the
beginning of May, it was expected that they
would reach the scene of action by the end of
the following September.

- The equipment of the expedition was to be
as follows:—The French were to take their
artillery and cavalry, without horses, but with
all the necessary horse gear. No camp equip-
age was to be taken, nor provisions, with the
exception of a supply of biscuits sufficient
for one month. Commissaries were to be sent
on in advance to Taganrok, Tsaritsyn, and
Astrakhan for the purposes of hiring horses,
collecting conveyances and boats, and purchas-
ing provisions. The chief administrative
officer in the Evangelical Colony in Saxony
was to be requested to issue orders to the
sub-colony at Sarepta to undertake the con-
tract for supplying camp equipage of all
kinds, also clothing and medical requirements.
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The horses for the baggage train, artillery,
and cavalry were to be purchased from the
Cossacks and Calmucks, ammunition, arms,
and military stores being supplied by the
Arsenals at Astrakhan, Kazan, and Saratov.
Provisions and forage were to be bought in
Russia, and the necessary cattle for the supply
of meat in Persia.

Regarding the method of the movement,
it was arranged that before the Russians sailed
from Astrakhan, emissaries should be de-
spatched bearing proclamations so worded as to
allay the fears of the Chiefs on the route, and to
explain to them that the sole object of the
movement was the expulsion of the English,
“who were impoverishing these glorious re-
gions, once so famous, powerful, and wealthy,
...... that the deplorable condition of
slavery and hardship, under which the nations
of these countries were groaning, had awakened
in Russia and France a lively sense of sym-
pathy, and that in consequence of this the
two powers had resolved to unite their forces
for the purpose of liberating India from the
tyrannical and inhuman yoke of the English.”
After this explanatory introduction, promises
were given that no contributions would be
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levied without payment, and that the religion,
laws, customs, and women of the countries to
be traversed by the troops, would be duly res-
pected. Engineers were to accompany the emis-
saries for the purpose of completing the maps,
taking notes regarding the formation of the
country, the rivers which would have to be
crossed, and devising the best means of over-
coming other local obstacles.

On the arrival of the first French division at
Astrabad, an echelon of the Russian troops
was to advance, consisting of from four to five
thousand Cossacks accompanied by a body of
regular cavalry, with pontoons, their duty
being, where necessary, to throw bridges across
the rivers and to post guards of sufficient
strength at them.

Before advancing from Astrabad it was pro-
posed to give several grand fetés, combined
with military manceuvres, with the view of
impressing the minds of the people, and at the
same time to distribute amongst the Chiefs
and Khans * with that profusion of politeness
which characterizes the French’’ arms of Ver-
sailles manufacture, China of Sevres, watches,
mirrors, silk and woollen stuffs, velvets,
brocades of gold and silver, &ec., which
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gifts, it was supposed, would impress the
people with the open-handed liberality, ad-
vanced state of manufactures, and power
of the French nation, and would probably lay
the foundation of a lucrative trade.

Napoleon criticized the plan of operations
and expressed some doubts as to the possibility
of collecting a sufficient number of craft for the
conveyance of the troops on the Danube to the
Black Sea. Paul replied that Russia could
provide three hundred vessels, and that in case
of any difficulties on the Danube, the French
troops might disembark at Brailof and Galach,
whence they would be taken on by a Russian
squadron.

To another objection raised by Napoleon that
the Turks might decline to permit a free
passage on the Danube, Paul replied that he
would simply compel the Porte to do as he
desired.

Regarding the danger of an attack from the
- English squadron which, Napoleon thought,
might sail through the Dardanelles, Paul
replied—*“If the English squadron chooses
to come through the Dardanelles and the Turks
should not arrest its passage, Paul will take
the necessary measures, and he has better

II c
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means at his disposal than he is given credit
for.” Lastly to the doubt regarding the pos-
sibility of advancing from Astrabad ¢ through
a wild and barren tract extending over a
distance of more than 300 leagues,” Paul
retorted that the region was neither wild nor
barren; that the communications were good ;
that caravans accomplished the whole distance in
85 or 40 days; that sandstorms were unknown;
that the country was intersected by numerous
rivers; that pasturage was abundant, also rice,
cattle, game, and a great variety of fruits; and
lastly that even if the road should prove to be
difficult, it would form no obstacle in the way
of such troops as those of France and Russia,
whose ambition, courage, patience, and endur-
anoe, combined with the talent of their officers,
would overcome all possible obstacles.

In order to support the feasibility of the pro-
posed expedition, Paul quoted the precedent of
the campaign of Nadir Shah in 1739 and 1740,
who marching from Delhi advanced to Candahar,
Herat, Meshed and Astrabad, that is, on the
same route that was proposed to be taken by the
allies. “ That which an army composed purely
of Asiatics has accomplished” (it was said) ¢ in
1739-40, can surely be accomplished by an



England’s movement in the East. 19

army of French and Russians.” The project
was undoubtedly a bold one, but far from

. visionary, for the possibility of invading India
by way of Persia cannot be doubted.

All the arguments, however, of Paul 1. were
not sufficient to convince Napoleon and the con-
federation fell through, whereupon Paul resolved
to undertake the expedition by Russian re-
sources only, and in order that it might not
throw any expense on the Imperial Exchequer,
contemplated letting loose on India the bands
of the Cossacks of the Don to whom, so to speak,
he made a grant of the East Indies. “ All the
wealth of India shall be your reward for this
expedition,” he wrote on the 12th (24th) Janu-
ary 1801 to the Ataman of the Don troops,
Wasili Petrovitch Orlof I. The Cossacks were
to collect in bodies at the outlying posts
(stanitzas), send out scouts, and afterwards
advance vid Orenburg to Khiva and Bokhara,
choosing one of three available routes, orif they
preferred, by a simultaneous movement on all
the three. Thence they were to proceed
straight to the river Indus.

Success was pictured as certain. “The
troops of that region,” wrote Paul, “to what-
ever tribe they may belong, resemble you,” (i.e.,
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in being irregulars), “but by the possession of
artillery you have the entire advantage.” This
letter was accompanied by such maps as were
available, but these were limited to the Khanate
of Khiva. The persistence with which the
Emperor acted is shown by the fact that on the
same day he wrote a second letter in which he
issued orders that all the factories, settlements,
&c., of the English should be demolished ; that
the rightful owners should be liberated ; that
the lands should be placed in the same con-
dition of dependence upon Russia as they
had hitherto been upon England, and lastly,
that trade should be diverted from England
to Russia. On the following day in another
letter, forwarding a detailed map of India,
Paul reminded the Cossacks that **their busi-
ness was only with the English, and that they
should behave peaceably to all such as did not
assist the enemy.”” He also recommended them
to take such measures as would prevent Bo-
khara from ¢ falling into the hands of the
Chinese,” and regarding Khiva, he spoke of the
liberation of Russian captives to the number
of several thousands. If infantry were found
to be necessary, he promised to despatch them
after the Cossacks, but added, it would be
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better if you accomplished it alone,” in reply to
which Orlof promised to carry the affair through
single-handed. The Cossacks prepared for the
campaign expecting to march about the begin-
ning of May, but on the night of the 11th
(23rd) of March the Emperor suddenly died
and India was thus saved from invasion.

Alexander the First, who succeeded Paul,
likewise did not shrink from the idea of an
overland expedition against India, and it is
very probable that on the occasion of the
personal conferences with Napoleon at Tilsit
and Erfurt, when the question was discussed
of counteracting the English power by his
‘“ continental system,” some discussion also
took place regarding an expedition against
India. It was to the advantage of Napoleon
to divert both the attention and the forces of
Russia to the remote plains of Hindoostan, and
by so doing to saddle both his opponents with
a war in the East, while he would himself be
free to deal as he chose with the other powers
of Europe.

Alexander however showed but little sympa-
thy with Napoleon’s *‘ continental system, ”’ and
the rupture which followed soon afterwards
with the French removed the brilliant project
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of an Indian expedition into the region of
political visions. The English, however, in
spite of the expedition having been abandoned,
clearly saw the feasibility of such a movement
through Persia, and therefore endeavoured to
make their influence supreme at the Persian
court. The embassy of Sir Harford Jones in
1809 resulted in the conclusion of a treaty,
according to which Persia bound herself not to
enter into alliances with other European Courts,
and not to permit foreign troops to pass through
Persian territory to India, &c., while England
on her part promised to assist Persia with money
and troops in case she became involved in a
war with any European power. When it is
remembered that, at the time this treaty was
concluded, Russia was at war with Turkey and
Austria, the malevolent tendency of the policy
which dictated this move on the partof the-
English is self-evident. Relying on the pro-
mised assistance of the English the Persians
boldly provoked the Russians, and even went
so far as to violate the Russian frontiers.

By the treaty of Ganjhin in 1732, Russia
ceded to Persia the territories on the sea-board
of the Caspian, which had been conquered by
Peter the Great, and from that time up to 1804 -
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the relations which existed between Persia and
Russia were amicable. As early, however, as
the year 1783, when Irakli, the Czar of Georgia,
a vassal of Persia, was received under the pro-
tection of Russia, the political horizon became
clouded. The successor of Irakli, George XIII.,
despairing of being able to support himself on
the throne, in the year 1800 accepted complete
subjection to Russia. The war, the object of
which was to gain possession of the Trans-
Caucasian regions, and which rendered famous
the names of Zizianof, Gudovitch, Tormazof;,
and especially Kotlyarefski, was brought to a
conclusion in 1813 by the peace of Gulistan,
according to the terms of which Persia ceded
to the Russians Georgia, Daghistan, and the
Khanates of Karabagh, Sheki, Shirvan, Der-
bend, Baku, and Talish, the customs duties
on Russian goods being lowered to the rate of
b per cent. ad valorem.

In 1826 Persia again made an attempt to
provoke hostilities with Russia by seizing
Karabagh, and afterwards, in . spite of the
negotiations with Menshikof and the honors
which they heaped upon our Envoy, the
Persians crossed the Araxes. Circumstances at
that time appeared to favor them, for an insur-
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rection had commenced in Georgia having the
Crown Prince Alexander at its head, while at
the same time Circassia was disturbed, and to
make matters worse, Yermalof, ¢ the terror of
the Caucasus,” was recalled and replaced by
the then obscure Paskevitch.

But the Persians of those times were not a
whit better than the Bokhariots of the present,
and matters were speedily settled. Duke
Madatof defeated Mahomed Mirza near Sham-
khora, while Paskevitch routed Abbas Mirza at
Elizabethpol, and the capture of Erivan, com-
bined with a movement against Tabreez and
Teheran, brought the war toa close. According
to the treaty of Turkomanchi [10th (22nd)
February 1828], the Russians received the
provinces of Erivan and Nakshawan in addition
to an indemnity of 20,000,000 roubles. The
gifts despatched to the Emperor Nicolas and
to Paskevitch, who had been shortly before
rewarded by the title of Count of Erivan, cost
another million, while Russia also obtained the
exclusive right of maintaining a military
flotilla on the Caspian Sea, and of establishing
a sea-board station on the Island of Ashuradeh,
situated at the entrance of the Bay of Astrabad,
for the purpose of putting down piracy.
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In the course of these hostilities with the
Russians the English did not give one iota of
assistance to Persia either in troops or money,
and the treaty of 1809 was practically a dead-
letter. The natural result of such treatment
followed, and the relations between Persia and
England became the reverse of cordial.

It was at this time that the influence of
Russia reached its zenith at the court of
Persia. In the end of 1830 Colonel Count
Simonich,* who had brilliantly distinguished
himself at Elizabethpol, was attached to the
court of Mahomed Shah as a Russian military
agent, in which capacity in 1838 he was the
prime mover in the military operations of the
Persians against Herat. The English, jealous
of foreign interference in the affairs of
Afghanistan, regarded this undertaking with a
hostile eye, especially since they perceived
that it was due to the influence of Russia.
The breaking off of diplomatical relations
with Persia had no effect, and the English
therefore despatched Captain Pottinger to
Herat in order to counteract the influence of

# Of Servia. His real family name was Gra Simonich, but on
his arrival in Russia, he was rewarded for his services by Emperor
Nicolas by the title of Count.

I1I . D
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8imonich. It is impossible to say what
might have been the issue of the siege if
Simonich had not been recalled by the
Russian Government—a step which was due
to the following circumstances.

Various Afghan Chiefs appeared in the camp
of the Shah seeking for his friendship and
protection. Seeing here the representative of
Russia in his capacity of the principal manager
of the siege, and perceiving the immense influ-
ence which he possessed with the S8hah, they
appreciated the might of Russia, which had only
recently subdued such a strong power as they
thought - Persia to be, and had levied from
her an indemnity of ten krores of tumans
(20,000,000 roubles). These considerations,
coupled with the effects of acquaintanceship
with Vitkevich, then residing at Cabul, caused
the Afghan Chiefs to contemplate the forma-
tion of an alliance with Russia on the con-
dition that we should engage to afford them
protection, and to guarantee to them the pos-
gession of their dominions. Such a guarantee
Simonich gave without a moment’s hesi-
tation in the name of the Russian Gov-
ernment. Meanwhile, however, the English

were on the alert. Their interests impera-
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tively demanded that the projected alliance
should by some means or other be dissolved,
that the growth of Russian influence in the
Court of Persia should be prevented, and that
any further extension of Persian territory to
the eastward should be arrested. These three
objects were well worthy of a bold policy, and
accordingly at this juncture the Russian Gov-
ernment received a menacing note from Lord
Clanricard, dated 4th (16th) May 1838, which
was followed by the immediate recall of
Simonich under the pretext that he had
exceeded his instructious.

Thus it happened that a blow was struck
to the growth of Russian influence in Persia,
from the effects of which it has never since
recovered. No Russian military agents are
now maintained in Persia, no Russian officers
are despatched thither for the purpose of
instructing the troops of the country, and the
belief has thereby been engendered that we
fear to instruct the Persians, lest by so doing we
should raise a possible source of danger against
ourselves. At the present time the instruction,
&c., of the troops is in the hands of the
English, French, and Germans. The Persians
are aware that the Feringhees (Europeans) are
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ready to tear Russia into pieces, and conse-
quently conclude that, if foreign powers instruct
their soldiery, their only object can be to streng-
then them against Russia. Whether, however,
such is the case or not, is a matter of no conse-
quence, since no amount of instruction can
convert an Oriental into a European. The native
of Persia exhibits, in his character, the natural
result of the climatic, political and other con-
ditions of the country in which he lives. Easily
swayed by influence brought to bear upon him
from without, his character is eminently un-
stable, nor can any degree of effort change his
nature in this respect. This susceptibility to
external influence renders the Persians an easy
tool in the hands of Russia. Still we cannot
afford to disregard entirely the influence of
other powers, in order to counteract which it
would not, perhaps, be superfluous to permit
Russian officers to accept service in the Persian
army.

Professing the creed of Shias, and thus stand-
ing, as it were, in a dilemma between such
fanatical Sunnis as the Turks on one side, and
Khiva, Bokhara and Afghanistan on the other,
Persia is completely isolated, and readily falls
under the influence of any European power
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willing to support her. Thus the situation of
Persia, which as it were separates the Khanates
of Central Asia from Turkey, their invariable
protector, coupled with the fact that she is as
much or perhaps more hated on account of her
Shiitism than we are on account of our Chris-
tianity, renders her our natural ally. Attached
to the interests of Russia, she is able on
the occurrence of an emergency to render
great service, while if opposed to our interests
she would be of equal service to Turkey or
England.

Signs, moreover, are not wanting of the
growth in Persia of religious doctrines, which
in a manner approach Christianity, such, for
instance, as the teaching of Bab;* or more
recently, the tenets of other sects which have
entirely repudiated the religion of Mahomed,
and this fact surrounds Persia with a greater
interest. The country, in fact, is one which
Russia cannot afford to disregard.

To return now to the letter which was
received in 1838 by the Russian Government
from Lord Clanricard. The decay of Russian
influence in Persia, which followed the receipt

* The founder of a sect, who styled himself Bab " i.e., gate,
in the same way as our Saviour.
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of that communication, was rapidly taken
advantage of by England. The appearance of
an English Squadron on the waters of the
Persian Gulf, followed by the occupation of
Bushire and the Island of Karrack, compelled
the Persians to raise the siege of Herat.
On the other hand, Burnes was despatched
to Cabul in order to counteract the influence
of Vitkevich, but all his efforts failed to attach
Dost Mahomed to the interests of the English.
Under these circumstances, the English resolved
to dethrone the Dost and to restore the rule of
the Duranees in the person of Shah Shujah, in
whom they found a firm adherent.

There was, however, another consideration
which prompted the British expedition to
Cabul, and that was the desire to arrest the
progress of the Russians in Central Asia before
they should take up a position inconveniently
near to India. England fancied that she saw
in Perovski’s expedition of 1839 hidden objects
extending far beyond the Khanate of Khiva,
and various circumstances tended to confirm
such a conviction. It was at this time that the
English Evangelical Mission, which, under the

| pretext of disseminating the word of God,
7| devoted itself to very different objects, was
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expelled from Orenburg. Russian agents—
Simonich on the side of Herat in Persia and
Vitkevich at Cabul—were at the same time
undermining British influence nearer and
nearer to India, while Russia by giving assu-
rances that the contemplated Khivan expedi-
tion had only scientific objects in view
(whilst the imposing preparations clearly
pointed to some more serious aim), was
endeavouring by every means in her power
to mask her true designs. In order to anti-
cipate the English movement on Cabul, regard-
ing which information had already reached
him, and also to counteract the successes of
the English arms, Perovski pushed on the
preparations for the expedition, but unfor-
tunately the Russian Cabinet at this time took
a false step by acting upon the advice of the
English. The “ Iron Duke,” Lord Wellington,
who was regarded by the Russians as the first
military authority of that time, owing to his
success at Waterloo,* and who held the

* 1t should be observed that the Prussians ascribe the glory of
that day to Blucher, and not without reason. The matter stands
thus :—Wellington used perpetually to intrigue against the allies, a
fact which was well known to Napoleon, who founded on it his plan
of action. “If I attack Wellington, Blucher will immediately come
to his aid, and I am weaker than the two combined. If, however,
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honorary rank of a Russian Field Marshal,
was not slow in giving his advice in unmistake-
able terms. “Sandy * wastes are only traver-
sible by troops in winter, for snow means
water,” were the words of the English oracle.
The Russians hastened to act upon the advice
thus given, and it was only at a later stage
that they discovered the fallacy involved.

An immense amount of fire-wood was indis-
pensable, which necessitated an endless camel
train with all its accompanying difficulties.
The idea of converting snow into water appeared
to possess peculiar advantages, since neither
barrels nor *tursuks” (leathern bags) were

I attack Blucher, Wellington will not assist him, and I shall suc-
ceed ; after which, having disposed of Blucher, I shall be able to
advance against and defeat Wellington.” The first half of this
plan was successfully carried out, Blucher was routed; but when
Napoleon attacked Wellington, Blucher, although defeated, marched
to his assistance. The fate of the day had already been decided
when the Prussians suddenly appeared on the field and snatched the
victory out of the hands of Napoleon. A characteristic verse is
attached to the portrait of Wellington engraved at Paris.
D’ou vient cet air d’etonnement
Sur ce visage, ot diit briller la gloire?
C'est que le peintre a maladroitement,
Peint le héros le jour de sa victoire.
It certainly is true that the Duke is represented in this portrait
as having a look of astonishment.
(* Literally. “The great difficulty in a march over the steppes
is want of water. In winter however there is snow, and there-
fore water on the steppes”.—TIrs.)
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required, while at the same time it obviated loss
by evaporation, leakage, &c. ; but unfortunately
a large portion of the wood was brought into
requisition in order to counteract the effects of
the unprecedented cold. The fuel was used
for warming the kibitkas of Perovski himself
and some of the officers on his staff, while
the rest of the troops had to depend upon
their own ¢ animal heat” (a very excellent
contrivance!), and in order to procure water,
were obliged to melt the snow in bladders
upon which they slept at night. The disas- -
trous results of Perovski’s expedition are
well known.. Nearly the entire baggage train
and a third of the troops perished in the
wilderness ; but before the curtain fell on this
catastrophe, the English journals alarmed
public opinion to such an extent, and the
debates in the British Parliament displayed such .
bitterness and virulence, that the Whig Ministry
then in power was obliged to introduce a series
of measures which carried the English Govern-
ment far beyond the limits of discretion and
prudence. '

The first ill-advised step taken by the
English was the Afghan Expedition of 1839.
The month of August found the British in

II E
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- possession of Cabul, Candahar and Ghuznee:
Dost Mahomed fled and Shah Shujah was raised
to.the throne. After this, English agents were
despatched into all the Central Asian Khanates
in order to excite them against Russia ; Conolly
being sent to Kokan, Stoddart to Bokhara,
Abbot, and afterwards Shakespear, to Khiva.
The instructions given to these agents were,
if they found it impossible to set on foot a
Mahomedan confederation against Russia, to
induce the Khans to avoid everything which
could be possibly construed by the Russians
as a pretext for hostilities, or which might
result in the latter gaining a footing on the
Rivers Syr and Amu. .

Abbot strove to take an active part in the
Russian affairs with Khiva, going so far as
to offer the Khan a ransom for the Russian
captives, who formed the chief raison d’étre of
the expedition. But the English agent con-
fined himself to promises and had not the
money with which to carry them into effect.
Moreover, when the Khan demanded to be
shown the authority under which he was acting,
no credentials were forthcoming, upon which
he was subjected to the bastinado, and after-
wards thrown into prison by the orders of
the infuriated Chief.
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The almost simultaneous movement of Eng-
land and Russia into the heart of Asia produced
a violent agitation amongst the Khans, who,
however, after the failure of Perovski’s expe-
dition, were encouraged to adopt their former
tone of careless arrogance. Indeed, it may be
said that the failure of the Russians was most
disastrous to the English, against whom the
whole tide of vengeance was turned. In the
autumn of 1840 an insurrection was produced
in Afghanistan by the apparent intention of
the English to establish themselves perma-
nently in that country,—an intention which was
evinced by the fact that some of the British
officers wrote for their wives and children to join
them at Cabul. Deep feelings of discontent were
also excited by the unceremonious treatment to
which the native women were subjected at the
hands of the foreigners. Secret assassinations
followed, while the increasing difficulties of pro-
curing supplies obliged the English to despatch
their own foraging parties—a measure which
was particularly offensive to the Afghans, and
soon produced open collisions. The British forag-
ing parties were entrapped into ambuscades and
mercilessly slaughtered, and afterwards when
their strength was increased, a petty incessant
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warfare was the result. The Afghans asa nation
are not particularly choice as to the means which
they employ to secure their objects, and were less
50 than usual in settling matters with the Eng-
lish. All Asia knew what the habits of the
English were in such matters; how admirably
they adhered to their word, and how philan-
-thropic, honorable and nice in the choice of their
‘means they had always shown themselves to be |

The time however had come when the English
‘had to reap what they had sown, and things
gradually reached a pass which it was beyond
the power of the British force to counteract.
The first step was taken by the flour contractors,
whose supplies proved to be poisoned.* After
this, several of the more influential natives under
the mask of friendship advised the English to
leave Cabul before the setting in of the
-winter, and in return for promises to supply
them with a’ sufficient number of camels for
the baggage train, received an advance of
money which they applied to the armament of
their own retainers.

The incapacity of General Macnaghten was

* The English, discovering this to be the case, forced the merchants

to eat in their presence a handful of the flour before tasting it
.themselves. ' )
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-obvious. Not only did he omit to crush the
‘rising in its infancy and actually fed the insur-
rection with English money, but when, on the
.2nd (14th) November, Burnes, who had been
attached to the Court of Shah Shujah, was
hard pressed by the infuriated mob in Cabul,
Macnaghten held aloof and afforded him no
assistance whatever. This omission cannot be
explained by mere incapacity, but was an
instance of villainy of the basest description.
The English General completely lost his head—
a fate which literally overtook him at a later
stage. Having ridden out to conduct nego-
tiations with the Afghan leaders, General
‘Macnaghten fell into an ambuscade within
eyesight of his own camp. Forty picked Afghan
marksmen, who had concealed themselves be-
hind the precipitous banks of a small stream
no sooner heard the word “ Allah” (the precon-
certed signal) than they fired a volley on the
English escort. Macnaghten was murdered,
and his head was passed from hand to hand
amongst the assembled Afghans, while not a
finger was raised in the English Camp, where
the troops were glad to have got rid of their
General. Thus fate retaliated on Macnaghten
for his conduct towards Burnes.
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A representative of the former ruling family
of Payendeh Khan, who had offered to supply
the British with camels, stood at the head
of the general rebellion, devoting thereto the
funds which he received from the English.
‘When called upon by the English Generals for
his accounts, he deceived them by fictitious
documents purporting to show the number of
camels purchased, the number that had perished,
&c.; while, when asked to show the camels,
he invariably replied that the animals had
unfortunately been sent to graze in some
distant and out of the way spot.

Thus matters were protracted until the winter,
when, as it appeared unadvisable to remain any
longer at Cabul, Elphinstone concluded a treaty,
according to the terms of which he made over
to the Afghans mnearly all his artillery and
superfluous baggage (ammunition and provi-
sions), and paid them a heavy contribution, in
return for which he received a promise that the
Afghans would not place any obstacles in the
way of the departure of the British troops.
The deep snow combined with the intense cold
were sufficient of themselves to make the
movement extremely difficult, while the column
was at the same time surrounded by Afghans



England’s movement in the East. 39

thirsting for British blood, and every loiterer
ar straggler became a victim, to whom no
mercy was shown. Spurred on by the Afghans
the English hastened forward, but were never-
theless unable to escape the harassing attacks
of the enemy. Want of fire-wood and provi-
sions completed the work, and rendered the
position of the ill-fated British troops almost
inextricable. With the view of rescuing the
women and children, who accompanied the
detachment, from these privations, the English
entered into negotiations and made over their
families to the Afghans, trusting only to the
word of the latter for their future safety. This
was the solitary instance of a treaty which the
Afghans carried out in its integrity, for the
simple reason that they hesitated to do other-
wise, the family of Dost Mahomed being at
that time in the hands of the English.

- After the surrender of the women and chil-
dren, the English Generals, who had left the
camp under the pretext of conducting the
negotiations, surrendered themselves to the
Afghans, and in this way the troops, forsaken
by their leaders, were abandoned to famine,
cold and inevitable death. These British Gen-
erals preferred. captivity and plenty to liberty
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and starvation; their feelings of honor were
deadened by a foretaste of the pangs of hunger ;
while the dread of everlasting ignominy was
not strong enough to overcome the desire to
procure for a time that personal comfort which
they found it so difficult to give up.

‘When it is remembered that there were as
many as 38,000 camp followers and servants
attached to the first Bengal Column as com-
pared with only 9,600 regular troops, the
disorder which must have prevailed may be
more readily imagined than described. So
complete was the destruction of the troops,
that on arriving at the entrance of the
Khyber Pass only 4,600 British troops and
about 12,000 camp followers survived, while
not one of these lived to carry the tale of the
disaster to India. Such was the ignominious
end of an expedition which had cost as much
as 210,000,000 roubles or £,30,000,000 Ster-
ling.

This catastrophe had the effect of reviving
the spirits of the Central Asian Khans, in
consequence of which the position of the English
agents in the various Khanates became most
precarious. Conolly, in order to save his life,
was obliged to flee from Kokan to Bokhara,
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where, together with Stoddart, he was publicly
executed by order of the Ameer. Regard-
ing these two agents Mr. Hutton gives the
following details :—* In 1838 Colonel Stoddart,
a brave but imperious and overbearing soldier,
was sent to Bokhara from Teheran by Sir
John McNeil, and seems to have acted impru-
dently in giving some sort of assurance that he
would very shortly be accredited to that Court
by the British Government. Fourteen months
having elapsed without any letters of credence
arriving from England, the Colonel was thrown
into prison and so barbarously treated that his
nervous system gave way, and he was pre-
vailed upon to profess faith in Islam in the
hope of saving his life. General Ferrier states
that he could have left Bokhara in company
with M. Khanikof (and Butenef), but that he
was too proud to owe his life to Russian inter-
cession. If this be so, he betrayed a strange
inconsistency in remouncing his religion for
the sake of that which he scorned to accept
under an obligation to a friendly and Christian
Government.”

So far, however, from Stoddart’s conduct
being inconsistent, as stated by Mr. Hutton,
it appears to me to have been perfectly natural.

Iz F
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Having renounced Christianity, he very na-
turally refused to accept a service at the hands
of a Christian. To say that Stoddart acted
imprudently would be more correct, inasmuch
as in order to save his life he resolved to
change his religion in preference to the
simpler method of humiliating his pride.

On the other hand, great sympathy is dis-
played by the English for the kindly and
gentle Captain Conolly, who was despatched
from Cabul to Khiva in 1840, and thence
proceeded to Kokan by way of Jizzakh, care-
fully avoiding Bokhara, where Stoddart was
languishing in confinement. Forced to flee from
Kokan, he accepted the invitation of Ameer
Nasir-Ullah, and visited him when encamped
at Mehrem near Kokan. Notwithstanding the
Ameer’s assurances, he was seized, plundered
and carried off to Bokhara, where he was
thrown into a dungeon.

On the 17th June 1842 Stoddart and
Conolly were executed, but accounts vary as to
the manner of their death. Abbot declares
that Colonel Stoddart was bastinadoed on the
feet till the skin peeled off, and being carried
back to prison was secretly murdered in the
night. Captain Conolly, he adds, refused to pur-
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chase life at the cost of his religion, and was
murdered at the same time as his fellow
countryman. The accounts of the universal
feeling of dissatisfaction with which the news
of the execution of the English officers was
received by the people are not deserving of
the slightest credit. The pity of the Bokha-
riots is not as a rule easily excited, especially as
in the present instance they could have had
no reason to fear the English.*

Abbot and Shakespear, on the other hand,
pocketted their British pride and were saved
by the Russian agents Nikiforof and Aitof,
although it was only with the greatest difficulty
that they succeeded in reaching Russia, more
than half dead from the effects of the cruel
treatment to which they had been subjected.
This, however, did not prevent Shakespear
from asserting that the liberation of 500
Russian captives by the Khan of Khiva was
due, not to the intelligence received at Khiva
regarding the preparations at Orenburg for

* A few years previous to this occurrence an English Lieute-
nant by name Wyburd had been sent to Khiva, and being plunder-
ed there fled to Bokhara, where he was murdered on his refusal to
accept the faith of Mahomedanism. Subsequently the following
were also executed at Bokhara: Giovanni Orlando, Flores Nazelli,
and a Greek named Joseph.
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a new campaign, but solely to the influence
which he possessed over the Khan and to the
demands and threats which he brought to bear
upon him. This English Don Quixote verily
considered his prison to be a palace, and the
permission to depart in company with thes
Russians as an injunction to conduct his
preservers to the place of their destination.

As opposed to the difficulties with which
the English agents had to contend, it is
curious to notice the mode of action adopted
by Captain Nikiforof at Khiva. This officer
in the first place never addressed the Khivan
dignitaries otherwise than as a victor; he
did not ask, argue, or endeavour to persuade
them, but demanded and insisted on his
demands. If at a later stage the Khivan
authorities endeavoured to re-open some point
which had already been settled, Nikiforof,
declining further discussion, ordered his Cos-
sack escort forcibly to expel them from
his quarters. Granted that this is neither
a particularly polite nor diplomatic way of
cutting short an audience (and as a matter
of fact Nikiforof failed to establish perma-
nently good relatiouns), still it should be remem-
bered that envoys are not bound, provided
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always that they show no signs of fear, to
study their behaviour in a country where they
meet with no consideration whatever. On
the other hand, it has been proved over and
over again that negotiations conducted in a
-e spirit of European politeness have effected no
practical result. Engagements procured in
this way, as for instance Colonel Danilefski’s
Treaty with Khiva, are regarded by the Khans
simply as waste paper. Treaties in fact, as such,
are worthless with Asiatic rulers, but the prac-
tical effect of a written engagement must
depend on the line of action adopted by the
envoy who conducts the negotiations. To lay
down any hard and fast rule for regulating
the conduct of an envoy is, of course, not
possible, since it must vary with circumstances
and depend to a certain extent on the personal
character of the particular officer; but the
reader will have no difficulty in judging in
the present instance whose influence was
the greater, that of Shakespear, who was fed
on bread and water in a foul and fetid
dungeon, or that of Nikiforof, who conducted
himself towards the Khivan dignitaries as
towards menials. Thus the intrigues of Eng-
land against Russia terminated in failure.
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The destruction of the English agents dis-
closed the weakness of English influence,
whilst interference in the affairs of Afghanistan
covered the British army with disgrace.

In order to restore the honor of their arms,
the English in 1842 undertook a second
Afghan Expedition, which terminated in the
sacking of Cabul. On this occasion, however,
the British troops did not overstay their time
in the country, but hastened to return to
British territory.

The policy of the East Indian Government
at this time with regard to Cabul underwent a
great and rapid change, owing to the retirement
of the Whigs and the elevation of Robert Peel
to the Premiership. Perceiving the uselessness
of supporting by means of English money and
English arms some claimant to the Cabul throne,
against whom the simple fact of receiving this
support from the English was sufficient to
raise the hatred of the nation, the Government
resolved to adopt a policy of non-interference
with regard to Afghanistan. Since that time
also the English have ceased to undertake the
risk of sending their agents into the Khanates
of Central Asia; and, if they have occasionally
endeavoured to weave a net over the Russian
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bear, they have preferred to do it by the hands
of others, sending not European agents but
picked natives of India, who were mere spies.
The last occasion upon which the name
of the English was sounded as a watch-
word for a Mahomedan confederation against
the Russians was recently in 1853, that
is, during the Crimean War, but Russia
had by that time succeeded in establishing
herself on the Syr Darya. As early as 1847
the Fort of Raim had been erected near
the mouths of that river, and in 1853
the Russians were in occupation of the
middle course, having captured after a long
siege the Fort of Ak Musjid (the present
Perovsk). This perpetually forward movement
on the part of Russia was, it is true, eminently
calculated to forward the views of the English,
and to facilitate the formation against Russia
of a general confederation of all the Khanates
in Central Asia. Ak Musjid properly belonged
to Kokan, but the possession of that point
gave us the command of the caravan routes
from Bokhara and Khiva. Moreover, Khiva
then claimed supremacy over the whole of the
left bank of the Syr, to which our Cossack
settlers occasionally crossed over for the pur-
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pose of procuring fodder and fuel, and which
served as a camping ground for the Kirgiz
under Russian authority. Under these cir-
cumstances, nothing appeared easier than to
incite the discontented Khans to a general
rising against Russia, as a means to which end
the English cleverly resolved to appeal to the
religious prejudices of the people. ¢ The in-
fidels (Russians) intend to annihilate once and
for ever the head of the true believers, that is,
the Sultan of Constantinople.”

It should here be remarked that the Central
Asian Khans, although not considering them-
selves as vassals of the Sultan of Turkey,
always apply to him for assistance in their
hour of need, and on such occasions extol him
as the head of all true believers, who holds the
banner of the Prophet, and the sword of Islam,
&c. The Sultan in reality is regarded by them
in the light of primus inter pares, first by
virtue of the fact that he has the right of
guarding the “kibla” (temple) or ¢ Bait ul
Haram” (Sacred House), ¢.e., Mecca, and, se-
condly, since 'he rules over a tract of country,
taken by force from the hands of unbelievers,
namely, the peninsula of Balkan, and holds

beneath his power the sacred spot of the whole
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Christian world, the “ Bait ul Mukaddas,”
(Sacred House), ¢.e., Jerusalem.

The Town of Jerusalem is also regarded by
the Mahomedans with reverence as being the
place whence their Prophet ascended to
Heaven. On the same stone on which Abraham
intended to sacrifice Isaac, prayed Mahomet,
and up to the present day the impression made
on the stone by the head of the Prophet has
not been erased, while the pilgrim may also
see the marks of the hands of the Archangel
Gabriel (in Arabic Jebrail), who held back the
stone when it tried to fly to Heaven in the
wake of the steed of Mahomet. For these
reasons alone the Mussulmans consider that
Jerusalem ought to remain in their hands, and
the English entirely agree with them in this
view. . '

In the choice of means the English have no
delicacy whatever and are restrained by no con-
siderations of morality or propriety. A Chris-
tian power which uses the name of Mahomet
in order to incite the Mussulmans to rise
against another Christian power is naturally
undermining every respect that is paid to
Christianity in general and to itself in parti-
cular; and in the present day it is onmly

I e}
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necessary to mention the name of the English
in Asia to appreciate the truth of this state-
ment.

The Mahomedans imagine that amongst the
Feringees (i.e., Europeans) there are sects corre-
sponding with the Shias and Sunnis and that
irrepressible hatred arises therefrom. We have
often had occasion to explain to the inquisitive
Asiatic that the English churches assimilate
more with the Russian than any others, while
on the other hand, history has shown the
English to be our most persistent enemies. The
matter is one which, in fact, does not depend
upon religion but on material interests; even
if we had been of one faith with the English,
the latter would not have hesitated to
incite against us both the Mussulmans on the
pretext of supporting Mahomedanism, and other
heathens in the name of their peculiar gods.

There is however another side to the question.
The fact that a considerable number of English
were killed, at the time of the rising of the
Kafirs and Hottentots against the British
Colonists in Southern Africa, was due to British
merchants who kept the insurgents well sup-
plied with muskets and ammunition, finding
therein a most profitable speculation. If, then,
this commercial people do not stand on cere-
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mony with their fellow countrymen, little can
be expected from them when dealing with
other nations.

Whatever may have been the cause, the
fact is certain that in 1853 the public mind in
Central Asia was deeply agitated by reports as
to the intention of Russia to eradicate Maho-
medanism ; to annihilate the Mamlikat-i-Rim
(literally, the Rimian Kingdom, or Turkey) ; to
take from the Mussulmans the tomb of Haz-
rat-i-Isa (Jesus Christ), and to reduce all the
Khanates to slavery. It was also loudly assert-
ed that Allah had opened the hearts of the
English ; that they had listened to the voice of
the Prophet ; that they would not allow Mus-
sulmans to be insulted or Turkey to be des-
troyed, and that they would insist upon Turkey
being confirmed once and for ever in the
possession of Jerusalem. To gain these ends,
it was added, it was indispensable that the
Khanates should bind themselves together into
one general confederation and crush the Rus-
sians on the Syr Darya.

The result of these machinations was a real-
ly formidable movement in the end of 1853,
which, however; was at once checked towards
the close of the month of December by the
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entire defeat of the Kokanians by Captain
Shkupa under the walls of the present Fort
Perovsk. After this repulse of the Kokanians,
which exalted the name of the Russians in the
eyes of all Central Asiatics, the projects of the
English met with no further sympathy. The
Ameer of Bokhara not only refused to take
any part in the proposed confederation, or to
permit the passage of English troops through
his territory, but also issued an order that the
emissary who had been sent to his Court
should be executed.

With regard to the Kokanians, they ceased
from all further action on the side of Perovsk,
and changed their field of operations towards
Vernoé. The Khivans, true to their old cus-
tom, took no open part in this movement
against Russia, but Khivan agents were busily
engaged in spreading alarm amongst the
Kirgiz, and the Khan supported in every possi-
ble way the disturbances which were set on
foot in the Orenburg steppes by Isset Kutebar,
who had for many years been a thorn in the
side of the Russian authorities.

In this way the English showed their perpe-
tual watchfulness, and it only required the
faintest sign of life on the part of the Russians
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to excite their attention. Not a single step
could be taken in advance without evoking
innumerable questions on the part of English
diplomatists, and without exciting the alarm of
the East Indian Government, which poured
money, promises and agents throughout all the
Kbanates of Central Asia.

The plan of uniting the Orenburg and bee-
rian lines of forts appeared to the English, as
also to many Russians, to be merely a question
of extending on the map the limits of the
Russian dominions, since the extension of terri-
tory, thereby involved, comprised only an un-
inhabited, barren steppe where no opposition
was possible. Such, indeed, may have been the
case, but neither the Russians nor the English
were prepared for the results which followed,
for neither nation knew the true character of
Cherniayef, to whose lot it fell to carry forward
the line of frontier. Even at the present time
the name of Michael Gregoryevich, the whole
of whose exploits were accomplished in the
short space of two years (1864-65), still lives
not only in Russia and England, but also
throughout Central Asia.

At the very outset Cherniayef saw clearly
that his task could not be satisfactorily accom-
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plished within the territorial limits and under
the restrictions prescribed by his instructions.
So long as Turkistan and Chemkent remained
unoccupied in its front, it was scarcely possi-
ble to maintain the new frontier, and, while a
variety of reports and representations were still
hovering about, the deed was done. The towns
of Turkistan, Chemkent, and soon afterwards
Tashkent, were rapidly occupied, and the fron-
tier of Russia was thus by one stroke brought
to a distance of little more than 500 versts
from India.

This succession of utterly unexpected suc-
cesses raised a serious panic in England. The
pens of the Cabinet of St. James were set
going: questions were asked, answers given,
notes exchanged, and a diplomatic campaign
commenced. Correspondence, however, of this
pature with our glorious Chancellor, Prince
Gortchakof, who had only recently suc-
ceeded in outwitting all the Cabinets of
Europe in the matter of the Polish campaign,
could have but one result. The questionings
of England alone could have but little signi- -
ficance after the fact that the Russian
Minister had not hesitated to defy the whole
coalition of European powers. The English
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were naturally forced to accept the obvious
argument that our advances are the result of
the irresistible force of ecircumstances, that
the result of our abandoning a position which
we have once occupied would be only to oblige
us to retake it,—for example, Pishpek, which
would be wholly unmeaning as a frontier
boundary unless coupled with the possession of
certain other territory. This will always in
future form our stereotyped answer to any such
questions, and the English would act much
more wisely if they once and for all ceased to
raise any questions of the kind. Let them rest
satisfied with the recognition of an accomplished
fact, and things will go on more smoothly and
more conformably to what is right and proper.

General Romanofski, who succeeded Cher-
niayef, remained in office only a few months,
and although he gained for Russia the posses-
sion of Khodjent, Oratippe, and Jizzakh, still
these were only small acquisitions when com-
pared with the exploits of Cherniayef. It is
only the recent victories over the Bokhariots
and the celebrated Khivan Expedition that have
already placed General Von Kauffman in the
foremost rank of administrators. The extensive
powers which were confided to him, and the
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honor which all his subordinates have, so
to speak, consented to accord to him, have
produced the title of Yarym-padshah, or half
King, which has been given to the Governor-
General, not only by the lower classes of the
native inhabitants, but also by the Khans them-
selves.

To return to the English. It is well known
that a frightful massacre took place after the
storming of Jizzakh. Confined in a corridor
between two outer walls, the defenders crushed
each other to death in their efforts to reach the
narrow postern gate which led to a field lying
exactly opposite the spot which was being storm-
ed. Into this mingled mass of human beings,
horses and pieces of artillery, the soldiery who
had broken into the fort, fired in cold blood.
Afterwards when the corpses were cleared
. away, the bodies were found of some Europeans
clearly discernible by their exterior and the
texture of their wearing apparel. No one
doubted at the time that they were English-
men, but no one took sufficient interest in the
affair to discover the fruth, and the unknown
foreigners carried away with them their secret.
In view of the fact that various suspicious
personages, who were proved to be English



AEngland’s movement in the East. 67

agents, have subsequently penetrated into
Russian territory from India, there is nothing
strange in the supposition that those at Jizzakh
belonged to the same category. At all events
nothing certain has ever been discovered regard-
ing them.



CHAPTER XI.

RELATIONS BETWEEN RUSSIA AND
ENGLAND.

Effect of our successes on the East Indian Army—Recall of Sir John
Lawrence—Influence of public opinion and the personal views of
the Ministry on the policy of England—Review of the line of
action adopted by the new Viceroy Lord Mayo—Was there any
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between the present subsidy paid by the English to the Afghans
and that formerly paid—Objects of the English according to
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Herat—Routes to India—Treaty with Dost Mahomed in 1857—
The Russians warned not to approach India, and advised to occupy
themselves with the barbarous tribes—The whole world, including
England, a gainer by the Russsian conquests in Central Asia.

TuAT the rapid successes of Russia in Central
Asia should have alarmed the public mind in
British India is only natural. The military
element of the East Indian public, condemned
to inaction owing to a prolonged peace, regards
the successes of our troops with envy and im-
patience. A simple and disinterested line of
policy will never be suited to the taste of the
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English nation, and the justice of this remark is
especially clearly seen in the ranks of the East
Indian Army. The glorious achievements of the
first English regiments in India, the truly
heroic exploits of isolated detachments, com-
bined with historical tradition and the love of
glory, naturally keep alive amongst the troops
in British India a longing for active warfare.
The Russian troi)ps, standing face to face against
opponents more formidable than the English
had to encounter in India, have accomplished '
in a very short time several brilliant campaigns ;
and the fresh laurels thus gained have excited
in the East Indies feelings of jealousy and
enmity. In England, too, public opinion is
beginning to be familiar with the idea that there
are times when it is more profitable to afford an
army active occupation in war than to leave it to
inaction and discontent. The Abyssinian Expe-
dition, owing to the shortness of its duration,
the smallness of the trophies, and the barren-
ness of its results, did not fully satisfy the
appetite of the Indian Army. Moreover, it is
well known that out of the number of the
captives, whose release cost such an immense
amount, many subsequently returned to Abys-
sinia, while the treasures of the Crown of Theo-
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dore have no intrinsic value, and barely even
attract the curiosity of visitors to the Kensing-
ton Museum. In short, England has been
forced to recognize the fact that the taking
of Magdala is not worth the five millions of
pounds sterling which were wasted upon it.
The English Press, under the influence of
its Indian correspondents, has exaggerated
our forces, putting them down at 100,000
men, and while attributing impossible designs
to Russia, and heaping reproaches on a former
Viceroy, Sir John Lawrence, for inactivity in
view of our successes, it demanded from the
English Crown that a more decided and firmer
position shall be adopted with regard to Russia.
¢ Guided by such ideas,” wrote Baron Brunnow
in his despatch dated 20th October (1st Nov-
ember) 1867, they attribute ulterior motives
to us, and charge us with making premature
preparations to secure the success of an advance
up to the very frontiers of Hindoostan, in order
that we may be enabled to make a diversion
from that side when the practical solution of
the Eastern question causes a rupture between
Russia and England.” With regard to the
English Government, Baron Brunnow stated
his opinion that, although it does not reveal its
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alarm by ill-regulated manifestos, such as were
given out in the time of Palmerston, still in
deference to public opinion it keeps a sharp
eye on events, and is silently making prepara-
tions to meet any possible contingency.

The views of Sir John Lawrence may be
briefly stated to be that India could not have
anything to fear from without, and that the
possible dangers to which she was exposed
were internal, that Herat is not the only key
of India, for there are others such as Astrabad,
Khiva, Meshed and Balkh, that at the present
time the true key is the range of the Hindu.
Kush, and that if a Russian army should
ever succeed in reaching that range, it would
inevitably be extirpated to the last man

- on emerging from the passes and defiles. For

these reasons Sir J. Lawrence considered that
the English might look with equanimity on
all advances of Russia, so long as they were
confined to the further side of the Hindu-Kush.

Nevertheless, the rapidity of the Russian
successes seriously alarmed the English; the
Press took up the popular cry, and as a con-
cession to public opinion, the English Govern-
ment resolved to recall Sir John ILawrence.
A rational line of policy, however good it
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may be,” wrote Baron Brunnow in a despatch
dated 20th June (2nd July) 1868, *in a coun-
- try which like England is ruled by public
opinion, cannot be maintained when once it
ceases to be popular. Such was the fate of the
Government of Sir J. Lawrence. He was
charged with having facilitated Russian suc-
cesses in Central Asia by his policy of master-
ly inactivity, and this charge, unjust as it is,
found supporters even in India. Under the
influence of those views, successive Viceroys
have naturally felt the necessity for exhibiting
more energy and -activity in order to restore
the prestige of England amongst the peoples
who live in the neighbourhood of the English
territories in India.” ,

In the opinion of the author the charge thus.
brought against Sir J. Lawrence was not al-
together justifiable, for that he did take some
sort of measures is proved by the Europeans
who were killed in the defence of Jizzakh. It
is a matter for regret that this circumstance
was not sufficiently cleared up at the time, and
that we are in ignorance regarding these un-
known champions against Russia who sacri-.
ficed their lives for Bokhara. On the other
hand, it may reasonably be asked what other



Relations between Russia and England. 63

measures Sir John Lawrence could have taken
from the remote seat of his Government. If
he had actually advanced with troops in the
direction of Russian territory in Central Asia,
which could only have been done by way of
Afghanistan, it would not have caused us the
slightest injury, as he would never have reached
our frontier. The only remaining methods
were diplomatic correspondence and the use of
agents, to which means Sir John Lawrence
appears to have freely resorted.

Sir J. Lawrence was succeeded by Lord
Mayo. As the direction of English policy
depends to a very considerable extent on public
opinion, which had already declared itself op-
posed to a system of non-interference, it was
natural to expect a sudden change in the
action of the East Indian Government with
regard to Central Asia. The personal views
of the different Members of the English Gov-
ernment retain their influence over the poli-
tics of the Cabinet only during such time
as those holding them continue in office, and
‘thus it happens that it is impossible to guaran-
tee that any one opinion, which carries autho-
rity to-day, will continue to prevail to-morrow.
If, for instance, Lord Stanley, the supporter of
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peace, should declare a preference for an
unquiet neighbour to the danger of acquiring
a tract of country, inhabited by a turbulent
and faithless nation, and consequently should
decline to entertain the idea of extending the
frontiers of India on the side of Afghanistan,
this opinion has a signification for us only
during such time as Lord Stanley might re-
main in the Ministry, and his successors may
possibly hold entirely different views.

In the same way the personal opinions of
each successive Viceroy may influence the
line of policy adopted by England. Lord
Stanley declared that the personal convictions
of Lord Mayo were not inclined towards the
views of the Russophobists, but that he had to
act in the. midst of the Anglo-Indian bureau-
cracy at Calcutta, whose instincts with respect
to Russia were those of mistrust and hatred.

Thus it happened that the personal views of
- Lord Mayo naturally had an interest to our
Statesmen. Baron Brunnow made our Minis-
ter for Foreign Affairs acquainted with these
views in his despatch dated 17th (29th) Novem-
ber 1868, in which he represented Lord Mayo as
not ascribing to us the deliberate intention of
attempting to undermine the security of Bri-
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tish dominions in India, which were so far
distant from the frontiers of Russian territory.
On the other hand Lord Mayo considered that
the best means of providing for the security of
India were the erection of railroads which
would enable England to concentrate in six
weeks’ time at any given point 40,000 troops,
while an advancing enemy, however good their
organization might be, would arrive on the
scene of operations exhausted by a long march
over a barren country. In such a case, more-
over, a hostile army being separated by a long
interval from its basis of operations would
naturally have to experience insufficiency of
provisions and military stores, which could
not happen to the English army provided that
it possessed a system of railroads. Lord Mayo
therefore directed his attention principally to
building a net work of railways with ramifica-
tions from the centre of India to the North-
Western Frontier, which he considered would
constitute the most durable system of defence.

It was natural to expect that while the recall
of Cherniayef would be followed by a falling off
of energy and enterprise on the part of the
Russians, that of Lawrence, which happened
almost at the same time, would produce a
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development in both these respects on the part
of the English. But such was not the result.
A positive fever for fur